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Poli is one of the areas with high endemicity of onchocer-
ciasis in Cameroon. Invermectin distribution campaign
started there since 1993 but there has been no evalua-
tion of the contribution of this measure to the decrease
of the prevalence of the disease in the covered area. This
study sort to determine the prevalence of onchocerciasis
the microﬁlarial load and IgG3 levels of randomly chosen
indigenous (112) who spent most of their lifetime in the
Poli area. All persons retained for examination had either
never taken ivermectin or had their last dose of ivermectin
more than six months before the starting of the present
study. The overall prevalence of human onchocerciasis in
the eight villages studied was 65.18%. The prevalence was
higher (68%) in males than females (59.45%). The microﬁ-
larial (mf) density was also higher in the male population
(1.48mf/mg of skin) than the females (1.34mf/mg of skin).
The prevalence of onchocerciasis for the four age groups:
5—20 years. 21—30 years. 31—50 years. >50 years 58.33%,
53.57%, 75.00%, 70.83% respectively while the microﬁlar-
ial density for these same age groups (1.15mf/mg of skin,
1.46mf/mg of skin, 1.68mf/mg of skin respectively. IgG3
response was higher in females than males and globally,
IgG3 levels increased with age in onchocerciasis patients.
Sex and age signiﬁcantly inﬂuence the prevalence (P < 0.001
and P0.05). Only age signiﬁcantly inﬂuence the microﬁlarial
density (P 50 years. IgG3 levels did not however, show any
correlation with microﬁlarial density (r = 0.006; P > 0.05).
It is evident from this study that after close to a decade
of onchocerciasis control in Poli, the disease is still highly
endemic there. Health personal in Poli, high authorities of
Cameroon Ministry of Public Health and the W.H.O are there-
fore alerted to visualise new strategies to reinforce control
measures in view of the eradication of ‘‘river blindness’’ in
Poli using the present epidemiological picture.
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Objectives: Toxoplasma gondii is a zoonotic protozoa
which infects a vast variety of warm blooded animals &
human. Toxoplasmosis is usually minor and self-limiting but
can have serious or even fatal effects on a fetus whose
mother ﬁrst contracts the disease during pregnancy or on an
immunocompromised human or cat. The aim of this study is
to evaluate the clinical spectrum of clinical toxoplasmosis
in Tehran.
Methods: In order to determine the clinical pattern of
toxoplasmosis in Tehran, 67 cases of clinical toxoplasmosis
were analyzed from 2000—2004.
Results: 64% of patients were female & only 36%
were male. The percentage of toxoplasmosis incidence in
age groups 0—10, 10—19, 20—29, 30—39, 4049, 50—59,
60—69, >69 years old were 5.97, 29.85, 35.82, 11.94, 5.97,
5.97, 2.98, 1.49 respectively. The percentages of inci-
dence in housewives were 46.24%. The mean percentage
of lymphadenopathy, ocular lesions, abortion & neurological
manifestations were 47.76, 25.73, 17.91, 8.95 respectively.
Conclusion: The incidence of toxoplasmosis were more
common in women. The high incidence of toxoplasmosis in
housewives might be due to direct exposure to raw meat.
Lymphadenopathy were the most common clinical pattern
in this study & neurological manifestations were lower in
comparison to other studies.
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.999
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Background: In Taiwan, resident in mentally retarded
institutions is high risk group for amebiasis. Entamoeba
histolytica may reside in the intestinal tract in symbiosis
with the host and remain dormant for years. So it is pos-
sible the parasite circulates in the institution silently and
continuously. We conducted this study to understand the
epidemiology of amebiasis in these institutions.
Methods: Eleven mentally retarded institutions were
selected with stratiﬁed cluster sampling. Stool samples
were obtained from residents to screen for amebiasis with
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays (ELISA). Positive case
was tested to conﬁrm the diagnosis using polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) technique. Those who share the same room
with the case will be selected as control group. Question-
naires interview was performed for cases, control group and
managers of institutions to explore related risk factors.
Results: There were 15 ELISA positive from 1,996 resi-
dents, and 8 of them were PCR positive with prevalence rate
0.4%. Analysis of questionnaires showed that case group was
tendentiously older (OR = 0.18, 95% CI 0.01—1.95, lower edu-
cational level (OR = 4.67, 95% CI 0.43—117.12), and shorter
years of residence (OR = 0.95, 95% CI 0.11—9.03). Self-
feeding, self-cleaning after using restroom, self-bathing and
capable of asking for needy help were related to infection.
Results are not statistically signiﬁcant due to too few cases
though, they did indicate that the inmate could take care
of daily living but with insufﬁcient capability to maintain
personal hygiene will be the potential victim assuming the
parasite exist in the environments.
